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 “The most regretful people on earth are those who felt the call to creative work, who felt 
their own creative power restive and uprising, and gave to it neither power nor time.” 

― Mary Oliver 

 



Eastwood/Hills FAW Meetings 2020 
 
Meeting Format 
 
1.30pm  Start – General business and reports, including member’s achievements and 

reading of 1st and 2nd placed entries from previous month’s assignment. 
 
2.30pm  Workshop (unless replaced by critiquing or reading session as shown on 

program.) 
 
4.00pm  Afternoon tea and critiquing. 
 
 
Warm-ups must be prewritten and no more than the stated length. They are now to be 
included in the Workshop. 
 
Critiquing:  If you wish to participate in a critique group, please bring poems or prose  
 (limit 1-2 pages) preferably with copies for the group to work from.  
 Critique groups are always small and aim to provide constructive criticism. 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

President/ Frances Moon 
Correspondence Secretary: riaraebeam@gmail.com 
 
1st Vice President          Carolyn Alfonzetti  
 Carolyn.alfonzetti@me.com 
 
2nd Vice President/ Archivist: Anne Howard 
 annehoward@wattlesoft.com 
 
Minutes Secretary         Laura Davis      
 lauraceedee@yahoo.com.au 
 
Admin Secretary Barbara Haworth                            
 
Treasurer/ Karen Lieversz   
Website Admin            karenlieversz@yahoo.com 
 
Publicity - Helena Hamilton  
Branch Report              Helena.hamilton@optusnet.com 
 
Publicity/Achievements: Julie Thorndyke 
 j.thorndyke@bigpond.com 
 
Competition: Jennie Young   
Secretary: jenniey1@optusnet.com.au 
 
 



Programme 
 
February 1 Entries for Pauline Walsh Award due today  
 
Warm-up:   
What moment in nature recently surprised you?  Please write three lines only. 
 
Workshop:  Beverley George - ‘Haiku: Ikigai Living in the Moment’ 
 
Assignment due in March: To be advised 
  
 
March 7 
 
Warm-up: FAW Warm-Up:  
 
Read to the group a paragraph from a crime thriller describing either: the antagonist, the 
protagonist or a fight scene. 
 
Workshop:  Sally Lewry ‘Crime Part 2 – The Usual Suspects 
In Crime Workshop Part 2 we’ll focus on the antagonist (the baddy) and the protagonist (the 
goody).  Working through some exercises and discussions we’ll gain ideas of how to create 
empathy for the antagonist, even though they may be sociopathic, psychopathic and just plain 
bad.  We’ll look at ways to help the protagonist be interesting enough for a reader to want to 
know more.  Finally, we’ll consider how to create fight scenes between the antagonist and 
protagonist that don’t bore the reader. 
 
Assignment due in April:  To be advised 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
April 4 
 
Warm-up:  No Warm-up (guest speaker) 
 
Workshop:  Priscilla Rosenberg of Rosenberg Press, a local non-fiction publisher.  
                      ‘Aspects of Publishing’ 
 
Assignment due in May:  To be advised 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
  



May 2 
 
Warm-up: 
Choose a fairy tale.  In one sentence tell us how the female/s is/are treated.  In one or two 
sentences tell us what you would have like to see happen instead.  
 
Workshop:  Laura Davis - ‘Feminist Fairy Tales’ 
Fairy tales are extremely violent and most (though certainly not all) of the victims are female 
(but some females are perpetrators, though not many by comparison).  Females are raped, 
murdered, neglected, locked in towers, mutilated, abandoned, married off, and so on.  Imagine 
rewriting a fairy tale were the heroine is triumphant – many such retellings have been written. 
 
Assignment due in June:  To be Advised. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
June 6 
 
Warm-up:   
Write a short rhyming poem to 10 lines on an aspect of nature.  Try to draw on some of the 
five senses and include/touch on your emotional response to the scene or subject.  
 
Workshop:  Anne Howard - ‘The Romantic Poets’ 
 
Assignment due in July:  To be advised 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
July 4  Book Sale 1: Bring your unwanted books and buy someone else’s. 
 
Warm-up:   
Imagine you are a resident of the Colony of New South Wales in the first fifty years since  
26th January, 1788. Write three sentences describing an encounter with a famous person in  
the Colony. 
Workshop:  Frances Moon - ‘Historical Short Story’   
 
Assignment due in August:  To be advised 
 
 
August 1 Book Sale 2:  Bring your unwanted books and buy someone else’s 
 
1.30pm Normal business meeting and set up for Annual Literary Competition 
 
NO WORKSHOP 
2.30pm Presentation Afternoon for Annual Literary Competition 
 
Assignment due in September:  To be advised 
 
 
 
 



___________________________________________________________________________ 
September 5 Entries for John Kelly Award due today 
 
Note:  1.30pm start for monthly meeting business and reports 
 
Annual General Meeting 
 
Warm-up: No Warm-up (guest speaker) 
 
Workshop:  Christine Sykes: A talk on her debut novel ‘The Changing Room’ followed 
by critiquing. 
 
Assignment due in October:  To be advised. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
October 3 
 
Warm-up:   
Magical realism contains an implicit criticism of Society, particularly the elite.  What is one 
aspect of Society that you would choose for implicit criticism and why?  Write three to four 
sentences only. 
 
Workshop:  Elizabeth Collins - ‘Magical Realism – when realism is invaded by something 
too strange to believe’   
 
Assignment due in November:  To be advised 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
November 7 
 
Warm-up:   
Imaginatively summarise who you are in just six words 
 
Workshop:  Carolyn Alfonzetti - ‘Microlit: The art of writing postcard fiction, drabbles, 
twitteratue and other tiny tales.’  
 
Assignment due in December:  Write a piece of postcard fiction (maximum 500 words 
excluding title) that includes the word ‘miniature’.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  



December 5 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that although as much care as possible has been taken in compiling the 
programme, alterations may occur. In this event every effort will be made to notify 
members in advance. 

  
Meetings: The Eastwood/Hills FAW meets at 1.30pm on the first Saturday of each month 
(Feb to Nov inclusive) in the small hall at Pennant Hills Community Centre, cnr Yarrara and 
Ramsey Rds (in Library building). The Christmas party is on the first Saturday in December. 
 
Annual Membership Fee: $45.00 due and payable in November. Included in your 
membership are bi-monthly issues of the FAW newsletter, Writers’ Voice, which gives details 
of competitions and opportunities. Fees can be paid by cash, cheque or direct deposit:  
Acct name:  Fellowship of Australian Writers     BSB No:  032 180      Acct No:  360308 
 
Meeting Fee:  Members $5.00. (Visitors: first meeting free, $5.00 thereafter).  There will be 
a charge of $6.00 when a guest speaker is engaged for the meeting. 

Monthly Competitions: These are based on the assignment set after each workshop. They 
are intended to encourage everyone to write regularly and to put into practice the theory 
taught at the workshop. Although a small incentive prize is awarded, these competitions are 
not about winning but about participation and improving your writing skills. Please enter as 
many as possible. 

Archives: Anne Howard is the archival officer. To preserve continuity in record keeping, this 
is an on-going appointment, not subject to annual election. Anne is seeking photographs of 
past functions and past members – particularly office-bearers; copies of Writers’ Voice prior 
to 1990, which mention Eastwood/Hills; copies of members’ achievements, past and 
present; and newspaper clippings relevant to our group. 

Afternoon tea: Coffee, tea, milk and sugar are provided from club funds. Members are 
invited to occasionally bring a small plate of afternoon tea to share with other members. At 
the end of ‘Business and Reports’ every month, members will be asked to take care of the 

Christmas Party - venue and time to 
be announced.           



Afternoon Tea Box. This will be for one meeting only, and will include ensuring the contents 
of the box are clean and tidy, purchasing tea, coffee and sugar as needed and purchasing a 
carton of milk. The treasurer will reimburse any expenses on presentation of a docket. 

Reimbursement of Expenses: On presentation of dockets, the treasurer will reimburse any 
expenses incurred by members in performing other tasks pertaining to FAW e.g. travel to 
state meeting, workshops, postage, competitions etc. 



EASTWOOD/HILLS LITERARY COMPETITIONS 

BOREE LOG BUSH VERSE*  
Bush ballad in perfect rhyme & metre. Max 80 lines.  Australian bush theme. 
First Prize $100 plus trophy and certificate. 
Closing Date:  15th May, 2020. For more information, see flyer. 

ANNUAL LITERARY COMPETITION 

Category 1       Flash Fiction – Max 500 words 
First Prize $150, Second Prize $50 

Category 2       Philippa Holland Award for Poetry  
 – Includes all poetry forms except Bush Poetry (see Boree Log Bush Verse*).  

                            Max 80 lines per poem.  
 First Prize $150, Second Prize $50  

Category 3        Allan Russell Award for Memoir 
 Max 1,500 words 
 First Prize $150, Second Prize $50  
 For the purpose of this competition, memoir means an incident from one’s 
 own life and experiences. 

Category 4        Pauline Walsh Award for Short Short Story 
                           Max 800 words 
                           First Prize $150, Second Prize $50 
 

Closing Date:  15th May, 2020. For more information, see flyer 

EASTWOOD/HILLS MEMBERS ONLY COMPETITIONS 

Pauline Walsh Short Story – 3000 words, open theme. Hand in at February meeting.  
First Prize, $100 plus perpetual trophy. 
Pauline Walsh was a teacher of creative writing and an active member of the Eastwood/Hills 
Branch. Her commitment to short story writing resulted in several first prizes, the last being 
awarded on the day of her untimely death.  

John Kelly Short Story – 1500 words, original myth, folk or fairy tale. Hand in at September 
meeting. First Prize, $50 plus perpetual trophy. 

John Kelly was an active member of the Eastwood/Hills Regional for many years before his 
death in 2003. Born in Ireland, he had a great love of oral and written folklore. He was a 
gifted storyteller who was always ready to entertain with one of his humorous tales. 

Participation Award 
A $50 prize voucher is awarded based on participation in the monthly competitions.   
Entry = 1 point; Presenting workshop = 1 point; Judging entries = 1 point (Presenter also 
judging = 2 points).  The points are totalled at the end of the year and the winner is 
announced at the February meeting of the next year. 



EASTWOOD/HILLS FAW – MONTHLY COMPETITION GUIDELINES 
 

1. Submission MUST abide by the outlines of set subject.  E.g. an article on ‘How to…’ 
cannot be confused with a humorous personal experience, UNLESS the set topic title 
is broadly expressed and this interpretation could be said to be satirical. 

2. Set length must be adhered to. 

3. Entries should be single-sided, with clear typeface, double-spaced. 

4. Your name should NOT appear on the entry. 

5. Include a cover sheet with the title, word count and month/year of competition. 

6. Enter your name in the Monthly Competition Book and attach a number to the title 
sheet of your entry so that entries are judged anonymously. 

7. Judges to award 1st and 2nd places and provide a short report to the meeting.  
Judges should also provide individual comments on each entry. 

8.    One entry per member. 

 

ADVICE ON ENTERING OTHER COMPETITIONS * 

1. When entering competitions use one side only of A4 paper, typed, double-space, 
allowing generous margins. 

2.   Do not show your name and address on the work, but on a separate cover sheet. 

3. Use official entry forms where deemed necessary. 

4. Submissions should be original, unpublished and not having won a cash prize in any 
competition at the time of entry. Work that has been Highly Commended or 
Commended in previous competitions is usually considered not to have won a prize 
and can therefore be entered in other competitions if it has not been published. 

5. If you request a results slip enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope stating it is 
for this purpose. 

6. To avoid disappointment and misunderstanding please check entry forms for any 
variation to these conditions. 

7. Please pay particular attention to the rules regarding length and/or subject. Keep to 
the theme and word or line limit if specified. 

*Taken from Writers’ Voice, No. 166, October-November 1999. 

 
 
 

 


