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We received twenty-nine stories in this category and they certainly provided some interesting and 
varied reading. Thank you to all entrants. 

We noticed that some writers misunderstood what flash fiction is. Flash fiction is not a vignette, a 
memoir, or merely a description of an incident or person. 

Flash fiction tells a complete story in a few words. Like other short stories it requires a plot with 
middle, beginning and end plus interesting characters and setting. It relies on skilled storytelling and 
the efficient use of language including effective word choice and figurative language. 

Flash fiction may be in any genre; romance, science fiction, crime, mystery, nature, humour... It may 
focus on any topic and overarching theme – love, death, homelessness, family, power, violence, 
sacrifice, passion... 

Some of the topics we read about were; arson, homelessness, a post-mortem, a stroll with a dog, 
pelicans, bullying, death and grief, a haunted mansion, bag-snatching, a disappointed father, the 
birth of a lifetime passion and a man named Jack. 

Character 

What is the story’s message? How does this determine character development and influence the 
plot of your story? 

Who is the story’s protagonist? Have you shown their goals, motives and the conflict they face? The 
better stories handled these issues very well. Some, however, needed further development. 

While other characters may be introduced, especially antagonists, the story needs to focus on just 
one character, one goal or motive and one conflict, especially since the writer has only 500 words to 
tell the story. 

What does the protagonist need to overcome? It could be another person, nature, inner demons, 
lack of resources, being lost... Focus on one thing or, perhaps, combine an internal struggle with an 
external one. 

Plot 

Focus on a single event, incident, or moment related to the story’s theme and how that affects the 
protagonist. How do they think, feel, behave and change as a result of this? What do they learn? To 
what extent does their life change and how? This was challenging for many entrants. 

Stories have beginnings, middles and endings, but since a writer will have very little opportunity to 
provide backstories for their character and actions, it may be helpful to begin a flash fiction story in 
the middle with an interesting hook and simply refer back to anything preceding it that the reader 
needs to know, but keep it brief.  



The ending of a flash fiction story should be a surprise – resolve the conflict in an unexpected way 
and/or have your protagonist (and others) respond in unexpected ways. Winning stories managed 
this smoothly. 

Language 

Language in flash fiction needs to be concise. It should; avoid too many adjectives and adverbs, use 
powerful verbs, use single words to replace phrases and use powerful synonyms and/or symbols in 
place of mundane words and images. Judges were impressed by the competence demonstrated by 
entrants. 

Flash fiction needs to use the fewest number of words possible while still maintaining clarity, 
advancing the plot and revealing character details and development. A few writers tried to achieve 
this with an over reliance on incomplete sentences. If incomplete sentences are used, there must be 
a reason for their use. Do they contribute to the mood of the story or to character development for 
instance? 

Dialogue 

Sometimes using dialogue will be appropriate. Used sparingly, dialogue can be a quick way to 
provide information and/or backstory. However, caution is needed – be succinct. For some stories 
there was, perhaps, too much dialogue. 

Title 

A catchy title can tweak a reader’s interest and should reflect the story’s theme and/or conflict. A 
title such as ‘After the Funeral’ immediately provides a hint of the backstory and may set the scene. 
A title should not, however, give away the story’s ending. 

 

The judges noted that the standard of writing this year was better than in previous years. 

Once again, thank you to all entrants and congratulations to all winners. 

 

Results 

1st place: No. 16 Sweet Old Ladies Rule - O.K. 
2nd place: No. 17 Arthur's Digression 
Highly Commended: No. 12 Jacks 
Commended: No. 13 The Reunion 
Commended: No. 24 Adaptation of Skills 
 


