
Short Story Judges’ Report        Carolyn Eldridge-Alfonzetti & Elizabeth Collins 

The themes of many of the stories this year were sad or rather depressing, with 
quite a few about controlling relationships. Our competition welcomes diversity 
so genres such as fantasy, action, science fiction, thrillers as well as humorous 
or uplifting stories can also be considered when writing your story. 

In assessing the entries, the judges compared many elements including impact 
on the reader, strength of the opening, character development, plot, dialogue, 
language and style, and the effectiveness of the ending. 

The standard of writing this year with regards to grammar, spelling and 
punctuation was pleasingly high. Most stories included just a few characters – 
prudent when there is a limited word count. 

Conflicts, which are at the heart of all good stories, were often too slight for the 
reader to care deeply about. Unfortunately, some stories took too long to get to 
the kernel of the protagonist’s desire/conflict. A few stories had realistic 
characterisations and strong plots but these were not sustained and a few fine 
stories needed endings with more impact. 

The winning stories, however, had a conflict that mattered, characters we cared 
about, and evocative writing that included realistic dialogue. These stories were 
also the ones that lingered in our minds long after they were read. 

 

First  Two Births  Richenda Rudman Vic 

This evocative story opens in the thick of the conflict and contrasts a third world and a 
first world birth situation to effectively highlight inequality.  Dialogue is skilfully used to 
round out the characters and forward the plot.  The judges felt empathy for the main 
characters and the ending, albeit uncomfortable to read, is apt for the story and 
memorably strong. 

Second The Only Beach in the Outback Odette des Forges Qld 

From its intriguing title, this story hooks the reader’s attention.  It dives swiftly into the 
conflict and smoothly weaves backstory into the plot.  The judges cared about the fate of 
the well-rounded characters and the ending was satisfyingly. 

Highly Commended Fallen   Lyn Yates FAW Lambing Flat NSW 

 

 

 


